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CUBAN PRISONERS

Mr. MORSE. Mr. President, the Rec-
oRp will show that yesterday I discussed
the problem involved in connection with
the volunteer committee, headed by Mrs.
Roosevelt, and joined by Walter Reuther
and Dr. Milton Eisenhower, which is
seeking to raise funds to ransom a group
of Cuban exiles who are held prisoner
in Cuba by Castro.

Earlier in my remarks I said that, in-
terestingly enough, I had discussed this
matter in answer to a question whith
was put to me on a television program
in Cleveland Sunday afternoon. That
occurred in the course of the program
known as “The Open Circuit,” eonducted
by station KYW. I told the Senate that
today I would place in the Rrcorp the
statement I made on that program Sun-
day, because I thought the Senate should
know what public statement I had made
prior to the time when the Senator
from New Hampshire [Mr. BrInGesl
raised the question on the floor of the
Senate yesterday afternoon,

I have received from the director of
that program on Station KYW-TV, in
Cleveland, the following telegram:
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% close this Somment by restating

what I sald yesterday on the floor of
the Senate—that, in my judgment, the
American people are entitled to know
~whether the program of the Eleanor
Roosevelt committee does have clearance
i from the State Department; and if it
does, let us openly say this is a part of
the foreign policy of the United Stafes,
and this committee is acting as an agent
- for the State Department.
Mr. President, if there is anything I
. do not like in the administration of
1 government, it is any procedure which
. could, to the slightest extent, be de-
i seribed as indirection or subterfuge.
I repeat that, as a matter of public
" poliey, it is bad precedent to have vol~
! unteer committees springing up in this
- country and proceeding to exercise ju~
risdiction in regard to any phase of for-
eign policy. That is why I was a critic
of the newspaper editors of this country
when, a couple of years ago, they pub-~
lished a statement without clearance
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they did not have clearance from the

; Latin American Affairs and asked for

", Department the decency and the cour~
tesy to find out whether inviting Castro

| ““'m 1 Geanseript of your remarks tO the country might in any way be em-

in answer to & question from Glen Lavery:
“Do you believe that Mrs. Roosevelt, Mr.
Milton Elsenhower, and Mr, Reuther perhaps
. as a suggestion should appoint themselves
o committee of three to meet Castro’s de-
mands for bulldozers in ‘exchange for pris-

oners? e o
“Well, in my judgment; I wont Yo stress
that I think any private gfoup in the United
States should not take any eourse of actlon
in regard to & foreign policy proviem without
first getting clearance from the State De-
partment. I assume from what I read in
the papers today that there has been some
unofficial indication to them that the State
Department doesn’t intend to stand In the
" way. But let us remember that under the
Constitution the job of handling foreign af-
fairs is the job of the President, acting
through the State Department, and not the
job of private citizens. I don't know any
body that recognizes that more than the in-
comparable Mrs, Roosevelt. So I take it for
granted that whatever program they are
working out on humanitarian basis is get-
ting clearance from the State Department.”
Deeply grateful for your providing most

coegstul progrem-in “Open Circuft” getles.
' WY ~w - be able to send copy of
Gok i ~®Erond, May I add my per-

Tition to the deep gratitude of
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barrassing to the Government. I pro~
tested it then, and I would feel derelict
in my duty as chairman of the Subcom-~
mittee on Latin American Affairs by
failing to raise the question now.

from the State Department. I know '

counsel and advice as to what the State :
Department should do about the embar~

L kg ment which had been caused by the
RHR L5 {7 ‘,%ia,l association of this couniry in |
i Intervention in a foreign policy mat~

ter, without even extending to the State

. years, before I went to the Foreign Re-
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Notwithstanding the fact that there
are on the committee persons whom I
consider to be wonderful people, and
- whom I consider as my friends, and for
whom I have nothing but admiration
for their instinct of humanitarian re-
action to the brutality of Castro, never-
theless I want to say to the administra-
tion, which is my administration, too,
it is its duty to make clear that our for-
eign affairs are going to be run by the
White House and the State Department,
and not by any self-appointed volunteer
groups, no matter how distinguished the
personnel of the groups may be.
Mr. SALTONSTALL. Mr. President,
will the Senator yield? )
Mr, MORSE. I yield.
Mr, SALTONSTALL. The Senator, as
I understand, does not take the position
that committees of people cannot get to-
gether for the purpose of raising funds,
but that where they get together for the
purpose of raising funds, where they be-
come involved in our international or
foreign policies, then certainly the ad-

. ministration, th g
State Department, because the Under | ministration, through the State Depart

Secretary of State for Latin American !
Affairs came to the Subcommittee on :

ment, should take a position as to
whether or not it is or is not an inter-
ference with the foreign policy. Is that
correct? .

Mr, MORSE. That is exactly the posi-
tion of the Senator from Oregon.

Mr, SALTONSTALL. I agree with the
Senator in that position.

Mr. MORSE. 1 thank the Senator for
his association with my point of view.
The Senator from Massachusetts knows
the high regard I have for him in the
whole field of foreign relations and in
our defense program, too.

I had the honor of serving with the
Senator from Massachusetts on the
Armed Services Commititee for some

Imtions Committee. I feel buttressed in
my conviction in knowing that the Sena-
tér fTom Massachusetts shares my view,
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